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Charlie’s Story
Bro. Charle was born and raised in Champaign-Urbana, IL
he is one of ten children. Growing up he played baseball and
football and was involved in his church. As time went on
Charlie gained an interest boxing and became a lightweight
boxer training with promoters such as, Ernie Terell Fred
Burns, and Pete Susens.
While Bro. Charlie was at the height of his boxing career he
moved to Atlanta and was introduced to gardening. He began
to observe all types of beautiful gardens and in his spare time
was a gardner. Charlie had an accident when he broke his
left hand and was not able to fully train because he was left
handed so he lost his desire for boxing. This was a turning
point for Charlie and he turned to drugs to help him cope
during this time.
Bro, Charlie had a family that encouraged him to get the help that he needed. He came to Men’s
SAFEhouse. The knock on the door of the Administrative Office not only was a blessing for
Charlie but a blessing to SAFEHouse. Bro. Charlie has taken the time to use his gift of gardening
to bless the community with the tomatoes, cucumbers, greens, peppers, and so much more to
others that may be in need. In addition, he is thankful for God’s saving grace for a better life.
(See more photo’s of the garden on page 2)
Bro. Charlie states, “If you want to see a beautiful garden, go look behind the Safehouse.” Thank
you Bro. Charlie for sharing your gift and talent with the community.
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Women’s SAFE House is Open
The Women’s SAFE House (WSH) opened its doors on Sunday, October 14, 2012, at 4 p.m. and welcomed the first resident
that same evening. Similar to the successful Men’s SAFE House, the Women’s SAFE House is a 12-month Christ-centered
residential treatment program.
Since opening last October, the residents are currently 60% Caucasian and 40% African-American. Two of the residents
have been in the program for nearly ten months now. Both women are job hunting and planning for their new life. They
are doing great!
The women are in a safe environment where they receive the following necessary skills to remain drug and alcohol free:
•
•
•
•

Substance abuse classes
Family life skill classes
Violence prevention classes
Communication skill classes

• Classes on self-esteem and self-development, so that
those who do not have a high school diploma will have
an opportunity to complete their GED

The residents are gaining knowledge critical for re-entering their communities and families. The goal is to assist the women
to become productive members of their families and society in general.

Testimonial - Women’s SAFEHouse
By Makia
Well, it’s been almost a year since I came to the Women’s
Safe House seeking help for an alcohol and drug addiction
I was struggling with. The program helped me to obtain
sobriety. I now deal with everyday life, and its ups and
downs without having the desire to use.
The Women’s Safe House is a wonderful program with
benefits. At 10 months, they help you obtain employment,
GED, and if you’re looking to relocate like I am, they help
you to set up residency in the community.
It’s truly a blessing to have a ministry that dedicates their
time and effort to help improve lives. It sure improved

Charlie’s Garden

mine tremendously. I am not the same person I am today
that I was when I first walked through the Safe House
door on October 14, 2012. By the program being Biblebased, it not only reconstructed my life and prepared me
for the real world, but it reconstructed me spiritually. I
now have a close and personal relationship with God.
And I know He made all this possible.
I am thankful someone told me about the Women’s
Safe House. Because of its structure and daily devotion,
dedicated staff and wonderful pastor, Rev. B.J. Tatum,
who had this vision, I can call myself a success story.
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Men’s SAFE House
Nineteen
years
ago,
members of the ChampaignUrbana
Christian
community came together
in an effort to help people
break free from the bonds of
addiction and troublesome
habits that were destroying
individuals and families.
The group established the Men’s SAFE House (Substance
Abuse Free Environment). The program has experienced
winning results since its inception, with an 86% success
rate. People who were a nuisance and some even a threat to
society are now supporting themselves and their families.
What a Blessing!
The SAFE House is a 12-month residential program that
incorporates a structured daily regimen of: G.E.D., and/
or adult education, devotions, group therapy, personal
counseling, volunteer work projects, evening communitywide personal enrichment courses, and weekly worship
services.
Because of your continuous support, a majority of the SAFE
House graduates are flourishing community members who
contribute to society in a variety of areas, including: higher
education, Mass Transit, Business and Industry, Small
Business Owners, the Media, and Administration (Director
and Assistant Director of the Men’s SAFE House). Your
monetary contributions are critical to the support of this
important program. It cost an average of $15,000 annually
to house a resident in the SAFE House, which is only about
half of the annual cost to incarcerate a person. Won’t you
help? Please send your tax-deductable contributions
to Canaan Development Foundation, 404 West Main
Street, Urbana, IL 61801 or you may contribute on-line at
www.canaansafehouse.org/donate or call 217-367-2158.

A Message from the President,
Board of Directors
I’d like to thank all of you
who support this ministry
through your prayers,
monetary gifts, and time
helping in big and small
ways.
II
Corinthians
9:12
states “this service that
you perform is not only
supplying the needs of
God’s people, but is also
overflowing
in
many
expressions of thanks
to God.” Unlike most
rehabilitation programs, this vital ministry transforms lives
through the teaching and application of God’s word.
As a SAFE House graduate once stated: “I now have peace in
my heart.” Fundamental change of heart is a God thing. And
it brings glory to him.
Please consider that only through your heartfelt and
generous contributions can we continue to rescue men from
their long term drug and alcohol abuse. It is indeed a miracle
ministry. We thank you for your past support and hope and
pray that you’ll want to continue to be a part of His work
now and in the future.
I look forward to seeing you at the Gospel Jazz Fest on
August 25th, and may we all want to answer the call to
joyously serve the Lord through this and other ministries
that enable Him to be glorified.
~ Michael Weber
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SAFE House Needs List
KITCHEN ITEMS
• 2 Refrigerators (commercial type desired)
• 2 Freezers (commercial types desired) Men/Women
FURNITURE & Accessories
• Sofa with two chairs (lower-level common area)
• Loveseat with a large recliner chair (main floor
common area)
• 10 Chester Drawers (Tall four drawers)
• 2 Coat Racks (Tree types or others)
• Small Carpet Pieces
• Window curtains/Blinds —call the either houses for
window sizes
BED AND BATH
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sheet sets and pillow cases (XL Twins)
Full Size Set of Sheets
Pillows
Quilts
Blankets
Bath towels, hand towels and wash
Clothes hangers (Men/Women)

CLOTHING
• Men’s Clothing—Assorted Shirt Sizes and Colors—
Assorted Ties—Slacks

PERSONAL ITEMS
•
•
•
•
•

Deodorant –Men/Women
Powder
Lotion
Sanitary items
Toothpaste, tooth brushes and mouth wash (nonalcoholic)
• Shaving Creams—Assorted Razors
• Hair Shampoo—Conditioners—
• “Do Rags”/stocking caps
PAPER PRODUCTS, LAUNDRY, CLEANING AND
OTHER SUPPLIES
• Laundry supplies (detergent, bleach, fabric softener
sheets and liquid)
• Light bulb
• Toilet Paper
• Cleaning Supplies
EDUCATION AND TRAINING SUPPLIES
(please contact the office before donating)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES -OPTOMETRY—
DENTAL—GENERAL INTERNAL MEDICAL ADVICE
Cosmetology/Salon/Barber Services

Donate to the SAFE House
Your tax-deductible contributions and are being used to help cover the costs of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodations for the residents
Substance abuse classes
Family life skill classes
Violence prevention classes
Communication skill classes
Classes on self-esteem and self-development, so that
those who do not have a high school diploma will
have an opportunity to complete their GED
• Specialized services (medical exams, referrals, legal
services, etc.)

• Basic services (food, clothing, personal hygiene
supplies, health services, and legal services) for
residents to recover from the use and abuse of
drugs/ alcohol, so that they may re-enter society as
responsible and fully functional citizens.
• Counseling — Group and individual
• Funds to keep the Women’s and Men’s SAFE House
in excellent condition
• Competitive salaries for staff

As you can see, the needs for the women are varied and great. Only through your help and support can we continue
to reach out to this important population and provide the help needed. So please help us help the women in our
communities by giving a tax free contribution today.
For more information or to make a donation to the SAFE Houses please go to: www.canaansafehouse.org or send
your funds to Canaan Development Foundation 404 W. Main Street, Urbana, IL 61801 or call 217-367-2158.
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!!

